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There will be no newsletter in July.   
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LPMGA JUNE 
GENERAL MEETING 
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charles hebert 
 

 

LPMGA BOARD MEETING 
 

1 PM MONDAY,  

JUNE 17TH 
 

AT COMPASS ENGINEERING AND  
CONSULTANTS, LLC 

4023 AMBASSADOR CAFFERY PKWY 
STE 300 Contact Marc Wiley for more 

information. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Don’t Forget To Record Your  

Continuing Education And Volun-

teer Hours 

 Make Every Hour Count! 

This is important for every member 

— whether active or one of our  

“sustaining status members.” 

      How can we forget the overwhelming success of last year's first major event at the Horse Farm: Plant Fest 
2012.  The high attendance (over 5,000 visitors) served as an example of our community's interest in the Horse 
Farm project, and in home gardening and horticultural events.    
     On Saturday, June 1st, another exciting event will premiere at the site of the planned park.  The first Farm-
ers and Artisans Market at the Horse Farm will take place from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The market will open every 
Saturday, and will be overseen by an advisory board that includes three Master Gardeners.  "It's not our 
Farmer's Market, but we are supporting it," said MG Stacy Lee, organizer of Plant Fest and a member of the 
Advisory Board.  Fees from stall rentals will go toward park development.  LPMGA's future plans at the Market 
include presentations and other educational programs.   
     MGs will be on hand to host a Plant Swap at 9 a.m. and to provide great gardening advice and information 
through our Ask A Master Gardener program.  Bring one rooted, identified plant for the formal swap — and as 
many as you would like to trade informally. Any plants that do not find  a home will be donated to Habitat for 
Humanity.  Also, visit the Market's website:  www.marketatthehorsefarm.com  or FaceBook:  Facebook.com/
LafayetteFarmersAndArtisansMarketAtTheHorseFarm for more information. 
 LSU AgCenter Chancellor Bill Richardson said, “The Master Gardener work at the Horse Farm will be a 
showcase for Master Gardeners statewide. This project exemplifies the LSU AgCenter’s mission for outreach 
and extension.”  Lafayette City/Parish President, and fellow MG, Joey Durel said the Lafayette Parish Master 
Gardeners will be based at the park with space for greenhouses and gardens.   In a recent interview, he said 
that the property is being turned over to a nonprofit organization that will run it, with the goal of having it open 
for daily use by the fall of 2015.  Joey wants to make sure the LPMGA will play a major role at the Horse Farm.  

      “Our idea is to have greenhouses and demonstration gardens,” said LPMGA President Marc Wiley. “People 
will be able to see what is offered and how things are grown and how gardens are arranged.” He added, 
“Education is our main focus.”   Marc shared that the Lafayette Master Gardeners are considering a donation to 
the park, and that a formal presentation will take place in the near future. 
The Master Gardener program, which is a nationwide effort, started in Louisiana in 1994. Currently, there are 
more than 2,000 active Master Gardeners in the state.  

           It’s heating up, and Summer will  

     soon be here.. Most of us will be  

     spending less time out in the sun,  

     more time inside, and all conversa 

     tions will be required to start off with 

     “Hot enough for you?” 

      As with any change, we will adjust.  We may grum-

ble and wish for Fall to come early, but we will eventu-

ally accept that Summer is part of the natural progres-

sion. We put away the sweaters, get out the shorts, and 

prepare to face the rising mercury.  

     Summer will bring those sticky, sweltering days, but 

it will also bring sweet tea, cold watermelon, and cool 

afternoon rains. Everything seems to slow down a bit, 

and we realize that we are half way through another 

year.  It’s a good time to take stock and make plans. 

     Plan to attend our Garden Talks and Second Satur-

day classes. They are held inside in “air conditioned 

comfort,” and offer a wide variety of topics. Though 

there will be no newsletter, Board, or General Meetings  

      

in July, both the Garden Talks and Second Saturday 

will offer interesting and entertaining July events. 

      Plan to record your hours.  Yes, it seems like you 

hear this all the time, but your hours add up, and each 

one is a valuable contribution to the AgCenter’s con-

tinuing success.  Don’t wait for the end-of-the-year 

rush. 

     Plan on volunteering at the 2013 Plantfest , at-

tending a Speakers Bureau presentation, helping out 

at propagation, or joining in on a new project.  It’s a 

good time of year to try something different. 

      Plan to welcome a new class of Master Garden-

ers. It is hard to believe, but in a few weeks another 

Master Gardener class will begin. Each class is spe-

cial in its own way, and I know I can’t wait to meet 

this year’s new MGs. 

     Most of all, plan to slow down, take frequent 

breaks, stay hydrated when you’re working outside, 

and make the most of this sultry season. 
 

Until August, Happy Gardening! 

Marc 

Monarch visits our demo beds. 

http://www.marketatthehorsefarm.com
http://Facebook.com/LafayetteFarmersAndArtisansMarketAtTheHorseFarm
http://Facebook.com/LafayetteFarmersAndArtisansMarketAtTheHorseFarm


 

 

Gerald P. Roberts 
Horticulturist/Master Gardener Program 

Coordinator 
LSU AgCenter 

1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA 70501 

GRoberts@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Office (337) 291-7090  Fax (337) 291-

7099 

GERALD’S CORNER 

Over the past several months, I’ve been getting requests to go and survey shade trees that are either in decline or dead. Whenever we 

plant trees it is a long-term investment that we want to be successful. That is why we always recommend doing whatever research 

that is necessary in the selection of a tree or trees to plant. We must always select trees that have proven to perform under our grow-

ing conditions, including soil type, drainage, climatic conditions such as heat, cold, drought, and rainfall. Additionally, we also have 

a responsibility in the care and maintenance of planted trees or trees that already exists. During the past couple of Master Gardener 

classes, we discussed both proper and improper pruning practices, and we also looked at various pruning practices on the grounds of 

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center. Everyone that participated in that particular class indicated how beneficial it was to them. 

Another major practice that we know greatly benefits trees is mulching. Trees and many other plants benefit tremendously from 

mulching because mulching reduces soil compaction, suppresses weeds, conserves moisture, and regulates soil temperatures. Also, as 

mulch decomposes it softens the surface of the soil underneath it, which in turn, increases the percolation of water to feeder roots.  

Mulching adds beneficial nutrients and improves the soil structure. 

There are a couple of  common practices that I encounter too often during many of my home or site visits to survey problems with 

trees. The first is when I come across nice established trees that are being heavily damaged by both homeowners and professional 

landscape maintenance professionals, or city or parish employees with string trimmers/weed eaters and lawn mowers. The major 

damage occurs a couple of inches above the soil line  to the major trunks. This resulting damage is stripping or gouging bark which 

leads to severe stunting or death. It makes me wonder if this problem comes from not be aware or being in a hurry and not being 

careful. Either way, the damage is unnecessary and harmful to trees, especially when compounded by the normal stresses placed on 

trees by pests, drought, excessive rainfall,  poor drainage, and wind damage!! 

The other practice is improper mulching!! For the life of me I don’t understand 

why anyone would take the extra time to pile mulch 8, 10, or 12 inches high and 

tight around the trunk of any tree or plant. This leads to all kind of problems and 

diminishes all of the benefits of mulching that I discussed earlier in this article. 

Dan Gill and Allen Owings refer to this as “volcanic mulching” since when 

viewed from the side, the mulch comes to a peak high against the trunk of a tree. 

Plain and simple, this can lead to serious issues of rotting. Anytime mulch is place 

over the root flare of trees (the point where the main trunk and the roots meet), it 

increases the potential for rot. Certain species of trees are susceptible. Trees that 

don’t tolerate less than ideal drainage or are located in poorly drained areas are 

much more likely to have rot issues, again leading to stunting , poor performance 

and possibly death.  I communicated with Dr. Owings this morning, and he reiter-

ated that no mulch should be piled high and tight against the trunk of any tree. 

Mulch should be spread out ideally to the drip line or canopy edge to an average maximum depth of 4 inches, and then, top off every 

6 -12 months or so to replenish after it decomposes and settles. 

 Based on my personal experiences during visits all over Lafayette and surrounding Parishes, mulching properly and avoiding dam-

ages to trees with lawn mowers and string trimmers would go a long way towards maintaining tree health at a level where we can 

enjoy the great benefit provided to us and wildlife by trees. I truly believe that as educators, it is our responsibility to informed the 

uninformed, make aware the unaware, by politely pointing out incidences of improper mulching and physical damages whenever we 

witness either. 

  

 

 

 

  

JUNE 1: GERALD ROB-
ERTS 
JULY 13: CANDI BIEN-

VENU—IRRIGATION TALK 

JULY 20: NANCY ANNE 
ROWE—CAUDICIFORM 
SUCCULENTS 
For more information on pres-

entations, or to  
volunteer for the Speakers 
Bureau, contact Candy Bien-
venu or Theresa Guidry 

mailto:GRoberts@agcenter.lsu.edu


 

 

LPMGA ON AOC IS  

 
 

 
 

  

THE THURSDAY, JUNE 6th PROGRAM WILL 

FEATURE ORCHIDS  
Orchid Society members Dr. Joe Abendroth and Janet Gianelloni, talking about ORCHIDS.  

Joe is rather specialized, focusing on paphiopedilums and phragmepediums. These require a very 

specific culture; he has greenhouse areas adapted to each.  

        Janet is an excellent grower of orchids familiar to most people. She grows mostly outdoors, 

and shelters her plants in the coldest parts of the year. 

        The show will provide  a good combination of tastes, skills and conditions.  The airing will 

be in time for The Acadian Orchid Society show scheduled for the weekend of June 15.  

“In The Garden” airs live at noon on the first Thursday of each month and replays Fridays at 

2:30 pm, Mondays at 4:30 pm, and Wednesdays at 5 pm.  All on AOC1, Channel 15 on Cox Cable.   
 

The program will stream live on ustream.tv   

www.ustream.tv/user/lafayetteparishMGs 

Visit www.aocinc.org and check the “Newsroom” for the 2013 Programming Schedule 

If you are interested in volunteering with the AOC Team, please contact  
Vivian Katz OR Nancy Anne Rowe  

Watch LPMGA’S Award Winning AOC Program “In The Garden”  
and earn one hour of Continuing Education Credit. 

JUNE LPMGA GENERAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY JUNE 5TH 
VERMILIONVILLE, 6 PM 

CHARLES HEBERT-SCHOOL GARDENS 
 

2013 LPMGA General Meetings are planned for the first Wednesday of each 
month, with no meeting in July.  Speakers, dates, times, and locations will be 

posted as soon as those details are available.   
Please note that speakers, times, and locations are subject to change. 

JUNE LPMGA BOARD MEETING 
JUNE 17TH 1PM 

ALL 2013 LPMGA BOARD MEETINGS ARE SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE AT 
1PM AT COMPASS ENGINEERING AND CONSULTANTS, LLC  
4023 AMBASSADOR CAFFERY PKWY, LAFAYETTE  STE 300 

EVENTS, REPORTS, AND BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Saturday June 8th at 10 AM 
 

Grass and Rock Shoppe, 1800 East Milton Avenue, Lafayette,  
one-half mile west of the Verot School Road roundabout.  

Admission is free, refreshments will be served and  
seating will be in air-conditioned comfort.  

For more information, please contact Sherlyn Larrison. 
 

Attending the Gardening Class earns one hour of  
Continuing Education Credit 

2013 LPMGA General Meetings Remaining 

July No Meeting August 7th 

September 4th October 2nd 

November 6th December 4th  Social and  
MG Class Graduation 

2013 LPMGA Board Meetings Remaining 

July No Meeting August 19th 

September 16th October 21st 

November 18th December 16th  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Do you know what plant I am?       I'm a perennial wildflower, and  a 

member of the mint family, so my stems are square.  Classified as an 

herb, all parts of me are aromatic.  My many different species have been 

used for hundreds of years by Native Americans and now are used by 

the general population.  You've probably used me without knowing it. 

  

     My species fistulosa is what gives Earl Grey tea it's special flavor: 

bergamot.  Native Americans used the tea to treat fevers. We now know 

that my leaves are anti-inflammatory and anti-bacterial.  They applied 

my boiled leaves to pimples, a scourge of teens to this day.  They 

rubbed me on their bodies as a perfume; they rubbed it on their animals 

to repel fleas and mites. 

  

     My species citriodora, usually found in candles, repels mosquitos. 

  

     Most of my species are attractive to  bees, hummingbirds and butter-

flies, by especially didyma species.  "Cambridge Scarlet" is a fiery red. 

Didyma is well-adapted for garden use.  

  

     I grow best in full sun to partial shade, in not-too fertile soil, but with 

a lot of organic matter.  Naturalistic settings are a good spot for me.  I 

usually die back in winter, but self-sow freely.  Dead-head me if you 

don't want volunteers.  I can grow up to 3 feet, but one of my cultivars, 

"Petite Delight" only grows to about 15 inches. 

  

Do you know what Genus I am?                See page 4 for the answer. 

 

Master Gardeners must not only perform 20 hours of service and get six 

hours of continuing education, they have to enter it in the system.   

Anyone who has questions should contact me at 856-8593 or at  

mastergardenerhours@yahoo.com or  

maryann.armbruster@yahoo.com  

mailto:mastergardenerhours@yahoo.com
mailto:maryann.armbruster@yahoo.com


 

 

WHAT PLANT AM I?   
ANSWER: Monarda 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We heard two excellent speakers.  In the morning, William Rountree, 
the local landscape architect for the McDonald's chain in Baton Rouge, 

spoke on the topic "Drive Thru Colors:  Would you like pansies with your fries?" 
He shared some of the difficulties that were encountered when planting a com-
mercial landscape.  Disguising light and telephone poles,  building berms to sof-
ten the parking lot, and choosing plant that will survive the heat between the hot 
surfaces of the roads and the parking lots were some of the difficulties that he 
encountered.   
      In the afternoon, Dan Gill, who needs no introduction, spoke on the topic 
"Maximizing Your Garden Success."  He reiterated that most of the material he 
would be presenting would be "old" information for many Master Gardeners, but 
that these were tried- and-true things that bear repeating because we forget 
them.  He reviewed things like planting native plants, choosing the right plants for 
the right spot, shade, understanding part shade, part sun, full sun, and knowing 
the finer points of maps for the hardiness and heat zones. 
      Several of the Lafayette Master Gardeners received recognition. Both Heather 
Finley and Gayle Huval correctly identified "What's Wrong With This Plant"; 
Yvette Nevitt received the award for "The Most Stylish Boots" (no surprise there!), 
and Ellen Grote received a door prize.                         Report by Sharon Bakay  

 

 

Applause Please! 

Congratulations to Becky Taylor with the surprise announcement that she will be among the 
speakers at the Master Gardener State Conference in October. Becky said,”I was asked to be 
a  breakout speaker ! “ She adds, “It says much about the reputation of our organization as a 
whole.     Speakers are posted on the conference website.   While I'm at the bottom, it's still 
thrilling to be associated with such an impressive panel. “  Check out: 
> http://www.bloominonthered.com/conference-speakers.html  
It’s so nice to see our own among these heavy hitters! 

 

The UL MBA students  have advised the LPMGA strategic committee on how to download the Lsu Ag center app on your smart phone so that 

you can just login and record your volunteer hours as soon as you complete them . We hope that this will make it easier to record hours as you do 

them instead of waiting until the end of the month or year to record hours.  If you have difficulty, please call your planning representative. 

1. Copy and then paste the URL address to log on to the Lsu Ag center reporting volunteer hours website. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/mcms/webtools/viewExternal.aspx?url=http://www.lsuagcenter.com/LMGServiceLog/  

2. Look at the bottom of your phone screen and press the icon that has an arrow coming out of a page. It is the middle icon. 

3. A new screen pops up and you will see the Lsu Ag center logo and underneath the logo it says Add to home screen. 

 
 4.   Press the Lsu logo to add it.  

5. When you press this app it will automatically take you 

to the Lsu Ag center reporting volunteer hours page. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/mcms/webtools/viewExternal.aspx?url=http://www.lsuagcenter.com/LMGServiceLog/


 

 

GARDEN TALK SCHEDULE FOR 2013 
  THIRD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH AT THE DEMO BEDS 10AM  TOPICS AND SPEAKERS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

AUGUST 17th JOURNALING THROUGH THE GARDEN LOUANN MCCLELLAND-LONG 

SEPTEMBER 21st HIBISCUS THERESA GORE 

OCTOBER 19th GARLIC, ONION, AND SHALLOTS KIKI FONTENOT 

NOVEMBER 16th HUMMINGBIRDS DAVE PATTON OR JACK MUST 

DECEMBER NO GARDEN TALK  

Inside the Ira Nelson Cen-

ter Classroom 
 

SATURDAY, 
JUNE 15TH 10am 

ORCHIDS 
DR DENNIS 
WOLLARD 

 
SATURDAY, JULY 20TH 

10am 
CAUDICIFORM SUCCULENTS 

NANCY ANNE ROWE 

CLASS SCHEDULE FOR 2013 
TAKES PLACE AT THE GRASS AND ROCK SHOPPE  @ 1800 EAST MILTON AVENUE, 10 A.M. 

JUNE 8th LANDSCAPING TIPS MARSHALL MUGNIER 

JULY 13th COOKING WITH HERBS THERESA GRISSOM 

AUGUST 10th INSTALLING YOUR OWN  IRRIGATION MARC WILEY 

SEPTEMBER 14th TBA  

OCTOBER 12th ROSES JUAN NIETO 

I had often wondered how the symbol K for 

potassium came to be used in the NPK rating 

of fertilizers.  The K stands for Kalium from 

a group of herbs with succulent leafless 

stems.  These were originally burned in a pot 

for the ash, which at one time was used in 

glassmaking.  These ashes were sometimes 

referred to as potash, thus the use of potash 

and the symbol K instead of potas-

sium.  Potassium, or potash, is important in 

the production of sugar and starches in 

plants.  It is essential for the production of 

brilliant colors in flowers.  Plants that are 

deficient in potassium have weak stems and 

are very susceptible to attacks from pests. 

Theresa Gore 

It is with great fondness and respect that we remember our friend and 

fellow Master Gardener, Jean Hernandez.  Jean passed away in the early 

hours of May 14th while awaiting a heart transplant at Oshner Hospital 

in New Orleans. 

Drawn to the Master Gardener class by "the opportunity to meet and be a 

part of a dynamic and fun group of gardeners", Jean was a devoted stu-

dent and excelled in the MG training program.  After graduating as a 

member of the class of 2010, she began serving as the Wildlife Demo 

Bed Chair.  She also volunteered with the Propagation Committee and 

was very active in founding the Medicinal Garden Demo Bed as part of 

the Vermilionville Medicinal Garden Committee.   

Jean brought her enthusiasm for LPMGA back to the classroom when 

she served as a Mentor for the 2011 Master Gardener class.  She was 

elected to the 2012 LPMGA Board as Recording Secretary, and contin-

ued serving in that position until February of 2013. Our organization has 

benefitted immeasurably from the attention to detail and professional approach she brought 

to each task she volunteered to handle, but she will be most remembered for her warmth, 

energy, and humor.   

Jean met the challenges she faced with grace, dignity, and an inner strength that all those 

who knew her admired.  She was truly a beautiful person inside and out, and will be deeply 

missed by her many friends at LPMGA.   

Our condolences go out to her husband, Kansas, her children Kristen and Eric, her parents, 

and family.  

Dear Fellow Master Gardeners: 

 
I have been contacted by Emily Neustrom who is coordi-

nating a summer program called Seed to Table at the 
Truman Elementary School.  This program will involve 

up to 20 youths in the neighborhood 9-12 years old.  They 

will have a 1 acre garden and will use the kitchen to pre-
pare daily meals out of the garden. 

  Emily is asking for Master gardeners to be in-

volved by giving a  talk once a week if possible , on edu-
cating the kids about the entire growing process and to do 

smaller, kid friendly projects.  This project is being 

funded by the  $1 million dollar Kiwanis grant.  I immedi-
ately thought of the school gardens , children's garden, 

medicinal garden committees, and Gail she would love a 

talk on rain barrels. The program will run from June 10 - 
July 31 Monday - Thursday. the time slot for speakers is 

from 8:30 - 9:30. 

  I am asking Charles , Marie and MaryAnn 

(Medicinal garden) to forward this email to your commit-

tee members to see if there is any interest. Stacy I have 

included you on this email as it might be a great training 
trial for the people you have assigned to do childen's 

activities for Plant Fest! 
  I feel this would be a great project to furher our 

mission statement. 

  Please let me know if you are interested,  in 
giving a talk and a tentative schedule of when you could 

give a presentation! I am enclosing a flyer on the project 

as well as a schedule. 
  Thank you for fulfilling our mission statement! 

Candy Bienvenu 

Hello, all. 
I hope you will take the opportunity to stop by the TreesAcadiana booth 
at the Market at the Horse Farm this Saturday 01 June.  The market will 
be open from 8 AM to noon, and the park will be open until 2 PM. We will 
be in Booth #10, and we will be giving away seedlings and good advice 

about trees and planting trees. So, please stop by as you explore the market and the 
park-to-be. See you there! 

Heather Finley 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

      The season is in full swing now.  The weeds are giving me a run 
for my money, but I’m doing a little better than last year.  The longer 
than usual spring season gave me some nice harvests of cool 
weather crops.  Unfortunately, we went out of town for two weeks in 
April, and when I got back, the broccoli was completely gone.  I mean 
most of the leaves were gone and the remaining stems were dying.  I 
watered and fed them, but they did not come back.  I have no idea 
what caused it, because I expected them to produce for a very long 
time, just as they did last time.  I did notice that the Packman, Comet 
and Green Sprouting produced better side shoots than the 
Calabrese.  They all produced a lot, but the side shoots on the Pack-
man, Comet and Green Sprouting were significantly larger, thus re-
quiring less effort to harvest the same weight.  So, when I replant, I’ll 
weed out the one that didn’t work as well. 
      The carrots and beets are still producing well.  The squash is begin-
ning to produce nicely, especially the white pattypan, yellow crookneck 
and the butternut.  The tomatoes are doing great.  I noticed one big beau-
tiful one ripening last week, but when I went to pick it up, one of the 
neighborhood pests, rabbit, raccoon, rat or possum, had nibbled it out.  
Then I noticed the same problem with some of the butternuts.  I immedi-
ately went inside, made a mixture of cayenne pepper, Tabasco® sauce, 
and soap and painted it on all the developing tomatoes.  I repeated this 
after the rain yesterday, and, since it rained this evening, I’ll do it again 
tomorrow and just hope the rain keeps the critters in tonight.  So far, none 
of the developing fruit has been bothered.  The cucumbers, Armenian and 
Parisian Pickling, are doing great.  I’ve already picked seven.   
     I planted pumpkin along a fence near the apple trees, and I also 
put Scarlet Runner Beans and bitter melon on the fence in front.  
That should make a beautiful show, with the red flowers of the beans 
and the yellow flowers of the bitter melon.  The texture of the leaves 
will work nicely against each other, too.   It will be especially wonder-
ful in the fall when the bitter melon fruit is ripening.  The fruit opens 
from the bottom to display beautiful red seeds against the yellow-
orange fruit.   
      We collected the seeds last year in the Healer’s Garden at Vermilion-
ville, and I was doing a germination test on them.  I planted ten seeds and 
nine sprouted, so I had to decide what to do with them.  It was either plant 
them or throw them out.  They self-seeded at the Healer’s Garden, so we 
don’t need any more there.  That’s something to remember if you want to 
try them in your garden.  They drop a lot of seed unless you pick all the 
fruit.  The nice thing is that the fruit and the seed are heavy, so the seed 
pretty much just drops in the area of the plant.  In the garden we had a few 
plants come up in other areas, but will have to seriously thin out the area 
where we want them to grow. 

      The garlic and onions are almost ready to be pulled, and I’m start-

ing seeds for the early fall season.  ’m planting tomatoes, peppers 

and watermelon for planting in about six to eight weeks. Check the 

Ag Center web site for the fall planting dates for your favorite vegeta-

bles.  It’s not too late to plant eggplant if you hurry.  You can plant 

seeds through the beginning of June and transplants through the 

middle of July.  You can also plant cantaloupe, cucumbers, pump-

kins, summer squash, and okra from seed through July.  Next month 

I’ll start cabbage, broccoli and cauliflower seeds for transplant about 

six weeks from seeding in late July or early August. Until next month, 

Happy Gardening, Good Gardening,     
MaryAnn Armbruster, PhD, MG 

VEGETABLE GARDENING WITH 

MARY ANN ARMBRUSTER 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the heat intensifies, we might appreciate something re-

freshing.  What could be more refreshing than mint?  A sprig 

of mint in tea or lemonade can go a long way to making a 

favorite thirst quencher into an absolutely divine beverage. 

 

Mint tends to be invasive, so grown at home, its best to keep 

it contained in a pot or planted in a dedicated planter. Some 

say that mint, as hardy as it is, it can’t be killed.  Experience 

tells a different story.  Mint needs healthy watering and 

enough sun.  It can thrive in areas of partial shade.  It’s 

probably better to give your plant an opportunity to establish 

itself before getting too ambitious with its leaves.  Remem-

ber how important photosynthesis it. If it appears to have 

died, the likely cause is not enough water.  Gentle watering 

can bring it back to green; however, remember in this condi-

tion it will not be able to absorb as much water. 

 

Here’s a favorite summer recipe for when you have an estab-

lished mint 

Mint Lemonade 

1 ½ cups water 

2 cups sugar 

Juice of 6 lemons 

Juice of 2 oranges 

Grated rind of 1 orange 

1 cup of fresh mint leaves 

Mix water and sugar in saucepan.  Bring to boil and cook 5 

minutes. Combine juices, rind and mint leaves in a large 

bowl. Pour hot liquid over juice mixture. Cover: let stand 2 

to 3 hours and strain. Dilute before serving, approximately 1 

part syrup with 2 parts water.  The syrup may be kept up to 2 

weeks in the refrigerator.  Recipe attributed to Linda Corbin, 

Baylor University, Class of ‘69 



 

 

We would like to extend a special invitation to you to join us 

for the June Master Gardener Meeting.  The presentation will 

feature a presentation highlighting the efforts of School Gar-

dens Initiative.  It will be held on Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

from 6:00p.m. to 7:00p.m. at the Vermilionville Performance 

Center 300 Fisher Road, Lafayette, LA.      
The program will include an overview of the School Garden 

Initiative by Charles Hebert, Committee Chair.  It will be followed by 
individual highlights of this school year  from the four Lafayette Par-
ish Schools; Carencro Middle School, Charles Burke Elementary, L. 
Leo Judice Elementary, and Judice Middle that have implemented the 
program.   We will have personal testimonials from a few master gar-
deners on their experiences.  There will be an opportunity to ask 
questions to faculty and students of each school to discover what 
they have learned through their service and gardening experience.      
  These school gardens are a collaborative effort between 
school administration, faculty, students, 4-H Club Members, Lafayette 
Master Gardeners and the LSU AgCenter’ s 4-H Youth Development 
Program.  We hope to see you at the next meeting to share in the 
celebration of their hard work this school year.  It has been a great 
experience for everyone involved.  If you are interested in joining our 
successful team, please talk to a member of the committee or contact 
Charles Hebert at 291-7090 

Students, teachers and volunteers participating in 2012-13 School Gar-

den Initiative  attend orientation at the Ira Nelson Center, here with 

Theresa  Guidry doing a “show & tell” about “square-foot” gardening. 

Students who are part of the School Garden Program enjoy the fruits of 

their labor in the classroom . 

County Agent Charles 

Hebert visits schools to 

provide program informa-

tion and gardening guid-

ance to  with students, 

teachers and volunteer 

participants, monthly, as 

part of the school initiative. 

At this visit, he discusses 

the proper techniques for 

planting potatoes. 

School Garden initiative benefits from master gardeners, 4-H 

Becky 

Taylor 

and  

Juan 

Nieto 

explain 

the per-

fect in-

gredient 

mix for 

propa-

gating 

and 

planting 

seeds. 

L. Leo Judice student get hands-on experience harvesting 

and clearing the vegetable beds for future plantings. 



 

 

Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of 
the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.   

All members are encouraged to submit news, 
educational features, and photographs. The 

deadline for all submissions is the 24th of each 
month for publication in the next month’s issue 

unless otherwise noted. 

Please send newsletter items to:   

Theresa Rohloff     thescottherald@aol.com  or 

Louann McClelland-Long      louannmc@aol.com 

Please include: “MG NEWSLETTER” in your subject bar. 
 

The Master Gardener program is a division of the Louisiana 
Cooperative Extension Agency and can be contacted at:  

1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,  

Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

Telephone  (337) 291-7090      

fax (337) 291-7099 

The Web site is www.lsuagcenter.com  
 

The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportu-
nities in programs and employment.  Louisiana State Univer-
sity and A&M College, Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern 
University, and the United States Department of Agriculture 

Cooperating  

A State Partner in the Cooperative  

Extension System 
 

It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 
that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on the 

grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or 
disability. 

 

If you have a disability which requires special assistance for 

your participation in our meetings, please call  

337-291-7090 
 

Please note:  All meeting and event dates, times, and loca-

tions are subject to change. 

LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 

Lafayette, LA  70501-6884 

 

 

 

 

June 1st:  Farmers and Artisans Market at 

the Horse Farm Grand Opening at the 

Horse Farm 

June 5th:  LPMGA General Meeting at 

Vermilionville, 6 pm 

Topic “School Garden Initiative” with 

Charles Hebert, students and teachers 

June 6th: In The Garden on AOC channel 1 

and Cox channel 15, 12 pm 

June 8th: Second Saturday “Landscaping 

Tips”-Marshall Mugnier 

June 14th: Flag Day 

June 15th: Garden Talk -Dennis Wollard 

tells about Orchids at Ira Nelson Ctr, 10 am 

June 16th:   Happy Fathers Day 

June 17th:  LPMGA Board Meeting at 

Compass Engineering,  1 pm 

June 19th: JuneTeenth Emancipation Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 4th: Independence Day 

July 13th: 2nd Saturday “Cooking with 

Herbs”-Teresa Grissom 

July 20th: Garden Talk “Caudiciform 

Succulents” — Nancy Anne Rowe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*****No meetings or newsletter in July***** 


